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Acquin Hill rises up beyond the village and on to the Quelmes- A Changing valley
Boisdinghem plateau. This landscape forms an interface between the
coastal plain and the “high lands”, while Acquin nestles at the foot of
its wooded slopes.

The hedgerows we see are typical of the Boulonnais
countryside, called the "bocage”. They served to retain
the soil at the edge of the fields, protect crops from the
wind, and prevent livestock from straying. They
contained a highly diverse range of plants and
flowers including hawthorn, holly, rosehip, and
brambles. But the need for larger fields to feed the
growing population, coupled with the development of
farm machinery led to the destruction of many such
hedgerows. The open field method of farming then

Formation of the Village

This view shows us the unspoilt rural setting of the village as well as
its layout. The first dwellings were built along the stream that runs
through the valley; sheltered by the hills, the village also had a ready
supply of water. It also developed according to agrarian practices
which placed the farms at the centre of the pasture lands. Acquin is
organised around a central node comprising the fort and the
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Muoces Paysages littoraux

Paysage d'interface

- . fields from their staller cousins
- which are separated by hedgerows

g .*; and called the “bocage”..
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. \‘s ask questions: what
‘ @ does open field mean?
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The 21 main land formations
of the Pas-de-Calais: Acquin-
Westbécourt is indicated by a
cross (map inspired by the
Atlas of the region’s
landscapes, 2008). ’
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